454           To tlie jRev. William Mason         [mi

2179.   To EAKL HABCOUKT.

1781.

I HAVJG such numberless obligations to your Lordship,
and so little power of returning them, that you must allow
me to take the first moment of showing that at least I wish
to prove my gratitude, and you will, I am sure, not reject
the testimonial, as you know it is of no other worth. You
liked the picture I take the liberty of sending, yet it is so
indifferent, that I would not presume to offer it, if I did
not like it too, which proves that I have more pleasure in
pleasing your Lordship than myself; and that, I hope, will
give it a little value, though it has none else.

2180.   To THE BEV. WILLIAM MASOH.

May 89, 1781.

I AM pleased that you think seriously of making me a visit
i9oon, but you might have retrenched the comfort you hold
out of its being a very short one. As you come as seldom
as a comet, I should not have been alarmed, if you intended
to stay as long. My publication shall certainly not precede
your arrival. I can scarce even call that delay a compli-
ment, having already suspended its appearance. In short,
my advertisement prevented the spurious editions, and
I flatter myself I am forgotten; at least I have gained
time, and at worst will publish in July or August, when
all the world is dispersed, and I can trust the fickleness
of the age for not recollecting in winter what passed after
the prodigious interval of three months. Should any
national calamity happen, no incredible event, I will turn
the ill wind to private good, and steal out, while the con-
sternation lasts.
Your objection to the play I allow to be fully just, andse thirty
